
Scheme for the welfare of children in need of care and protection

Rationale: Rapid urbanization and industrialization contributes increasingly to the problem of 
destitution. The problem is on the increase, especially among children, due to continuous 
migration of families from rural to urban areas in search of employment and work. The 
inadequacy of housing facilities in urban areas, forces them to live under slum conditions. This 
in turn contributes to the increase in destitution and delinquency. Increasing number of child 
beggars found in metropolitan and industrial cities is only a symptom of the larger problem of 
destitution.

Objective: The objective of welfare services for destitute children is to rehabilitate them as 
normal citizens in the community they belong to. The programme includes ameliorative services 
of food, shelter, clothing, medical attention and curative services of education, prevocational and 
vocational training, vocational guidance, recreation and cultural development and citizenship 
education. It is an effort to make the children grow up as responsible citizen and job worthy.

 The Department of Women & Child Development and Social Welfare, Government of West 
Bengal has worked out arrangements for institutionalizing these destitute children under ‘Cottage 
Scheme’. The programme consists of providing assistance in the form of capitation grants to the 
existing voluntary organizations active in the field of child welfare. The recurring and non-
recurring expenditure is borne by the organizations running cottage homes. The Institution is 
entrusted with a number of units of 25 children each separately for boys and girls from 0 to 18 
years. One house mother is present for a unit of 25 children and a trained social worker is present 
both for offering case work services as well as supervision. At present there are 96 cottage 
homes run by non-government organization supported by Government of West Bengal providing 
services to 8750 destitute children.

Services: The package of services that is offered to children at the existing institutions is 
separate for boys and girls and includes physical and social care, school education and 
recreational activities and near family atmosphere for children between 0 to 18 years with the 
help of services of house mothers. For children between 12 and 18 years services of physical and 
social care, school education, pre-vocational and vocational and citizenship education and 
recreation is provided at the institutions.

Criteria for admission of children into Children’s Home: The Department has evolved certain 
criteria for priority in the matter of admission to Children’s Homes. Admissions may be in the 
following order of priority.

(i) Children who do not have parent or any near relative.
(ii) Children who have single parent families, like husband is dead or imprisoned or 

separated or vice versa and where the income of the family is less than 250 per 
month.  


